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Joyce Yang 
Blessed with “poetic and sensitive pianism” (Washington Post) 
and a “wondrous sense of color” (San Francisco Classical Voice), 
Grammy-nominated pianist Joyce Yang captivates with 
virtuosity, lyricism, and interpretive depth. 

She burst onto the international scene in 
2005, winning the silver medal at the 12th 
Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition at age 19—the youngest 
contestant. She also claimed Best 
Performance of Chamber Music (with the 
Takács Quartet) and Best Performance of 
a New Work. 
Her celebrated New York Philharmonic 
debut followed in 2006 with Lorin Maazel 
at Avery Fisher Hall, including an Asia tour 
and triumphant Seoul return. She later 
opened the 2008 Leonard Bernstein 

Festival at Maazel’s request; The New York 
Times hailed her Bernstein Age of Anxiety 
as a “knockout.” 
Over two decades, Yang has become an 
“astonishing artist” (Neue Zürcher 
Zeitung), with over 1,000 debuts and re-
engagements. The 2010 Avery Fisher 
Career Grant and first Grammy nomination 
(Best Chamber Music) came for her 
Franck, Kurtág, Previn, and Schumann 
album with violinist Augustin Hadelich—
“insightful flair and spontaneity” (The 
Strad). 



Orchestral highlights span Chicago 
Symphony, Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
Philadelphia Orchestra, San Francisco 
Symphony, Deutsches Symphonie-
Orchester Berlin, Hong Kong Philharmonic, 
BBC Philharmonic, and symphonies of 
Toronto, Vancouver, Sydney, Melbourne, 
and New Zealand. A five-year 
Rachmaninoff cycle with Edo de Waart 
and Milwaukee Symphony showcased her 
“enormous palette of colours and 
tremendous emotional depth” (Milwaukee 
Sentinel Journal). 
Her “extraordinary” and “kaleidoscopic” 
recitals (Los Angeles Times) fill Lincoln 
Center, Metropolitan Museum, Kennedy 
Center, Chicago Symphony Hall, Zurich 
Tonhalle, and Australia’s Musica Viva tour. 
Chamber partnerships shine with Takács 
Quartet (Dvořák), Emerson String Quartet 
(Schubert “Trout” Quintet, Mostly Mozart), 
and enduring Alexander String Quartet 
collaborations (three Foghorn Classics 
albums). 
A champion of new music, Yang 
premiered piano concerti by Michael 
Torke, Jonathan Leshnoff, and Reinaldo 

Moya. In fall 2025, she performed 
Leshnoff’s Rhapsody on America, written 
for her. 
Her 10-album discography includes solo 
Collage and Wild Dreams (Avie; 
“impressive gifts,” New York Times) and 
live Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No. 1 
with Odense Symphony (Bridge; “hugely 
enjoyable… an enormous talent,” 
International Record Review). 
Yang innovates to reach new audiences, 
serving as Guest Artistic Director for 
Laguna Beach Music Festival, blending 
music and dance in “art-inspires-art” 
programs like Jorma Elo’s Half/Cut/Split 
on Schumann’s Carnaval (nationwide tour, 
Joyce Theater). Summer 2025 brought 
Aspen Brahms No. 1 and Mainly Mozart 
San Diego debut. 
The 2025/26 season features 30+ cities: 
concerti with New Jersey Symphony, St. 
Louis, Vancouver, Oregon, Milwaukee 
Symphonies, Belgian National Orchestra; 
recitals at Celebrity Series Boston, Meany 
Center Seattle, ECHO San Diego; Takács 
Schumann Quintet reunion.  
A Steinway Artist.

“…the standout was Joyce Yang, who gave a knockout 
performance of the alternately poetic, fiery and occasionally 

jazz-tinged piano line.” (in Bernstein’s “Age of Anxiety”) 

ALLAN KOZINN 
THE NEW YORK TIMES

Tour dates 
Carnegie Hall | R. De Raaff Worldpremiere	 04 june 2018 
Wonderfeel Festival	 	 	 21 july  2018 
Dutch Philharmonic Orchestra | R. De Raaff	 17 may 2019


